
 

 

Public consultation on the revision of the  

European Union rules on regional State aid 

 

As a derogation to the general prohibition to grant aid the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union (TFEU) provides that state aid to promote regional development can, 

under certain conditions, be considered compatible with the internal market pursuant to 

Articles 107(3)(a) or (c) of the TFEU. The compatibility criteria to be fulfilled as regards 

such aid are defined by the European Commission and laid down in different texts:  

– the Guidelines on national regional aid for 2007-2013 (hereinafter referred to as 

the ‘RAG’)
1
, which lay down the provisions on the basis of which notified state 

aid granted in order to promote the economic development of certain 

disadvantaged areas within the European Union can be considered compatible 

with the internal market; 

– the Communication concerning the criteria for an in-depth assessment of regional 

aid to large investment projects (hereinafter referred to as the ‘in-depth 

assessment Communication’ or ‘IDAC’)
23

; 

– the relevant provisions
4
 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 800/2008 of 

6 August 2008 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the common 

market in application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty (General block 

exemption Regulation – GBER)
5
, which lay down, inter alia, the conditions 

under which regional State aid is considered to be compatible with the internal 

market without requiring prior notification to the Commission. 

The RAG and the GBER will expire on 31 December 2013. In this context, the present 

public consultation offers stakeholders the opportunity to provide input to the 

Commission at an early stage of policy making. Member States and other interested 

parties are invited to express their views on the EU rules currently applicable to regional 

State aid and to suggest possible amendments to these rules (which are briefly described 

in Annex). 

The Commission will carefully analyse the outcome of this consultation before deciding 

to what extent changes to the current rules on regional State aid are necessary and will, if 

appropriate, come forward with a proposal for revised rules.  

                                                 

1
  OJ C 54, 4.3.2006, p. 13. 

2
  OJ C 223, 16.9.2009, p. 3.  

3
  In accordance with paragraph 68 of the RAG, the in-depth assessment is applicable where (a) the 

aid beneficiary accounts for more than 25 % of the sales of the product(s) concerned on the 

market(s) concerned before the investment or will account for more than 25 % after the 

investment, or (b) the production capacity created by the project is more than 5 % of the market 

measured using apparent consumption data for the product concerned, unless the average annual 

growth rate of its apparent consumption over the last five years is above the average annual growth 

rate of the European Economic Area’s GDP, 
4
  Articles 13 and 14 thereof. 

5
  OJ L 214, 9.8.2008, p. 3. 
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This consultation is in principle limited to the abovementioned three texts (for the GBER, 

only the parts relevant for regional aid). Nevertheless, the Commission services are 

prepared to examine any other issues that may be relevant for State aid to promote the 

development of certain disadvantaged areas within the EU. Comments and information 

on other regional State aid matters are welcome, such as reports, studies, etc. which may 

be relevant. 

Replies can be submitted in all EU official languages. Given the possible delays in 

translating comments submitted in certain languages, translations of the replies in 

English, French or German would enable the Commission to process them more rapidly.  

The deadline for replies is 26/04/2012.  

Your replies should be sent to:  

European Commission  

Public consultation regional aid  

DG COMP Unit H-1  

1049 Brussels  

BELGIUM 

or preferably by e-mail to stateaidgreffe@ec.europa.eu, in both cases indicating reference 

HT.3127 Public consultation regional aid. 

mailto:stateaidgreffe@ec.europa.eu
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

NB: You are not required to reply to all questions. If a question is not applicable, please 

tick the box marked ‘N/A’.  

1. CONTACT DETAILS / CONFIDENTIALITY 

(1) Please provide your contact details: 

First name FAMILY NAME:       

Company/organisation:       

Country:       

E-mail address:       

Main activities:       

 

The Commission intends to publish the replies to this questionnaire on its website
6
. In the 

absence of any reply to the following questions, the Commission will assume that your 

replies to this questionnaire contain no confidential elements and can be divulged in their 

entirety. 

(2) Do you object to the disclosure of your identity? 

 Yes   No 

(3) Do any of the exceptions foreseen in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 

of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding public 

access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents
7
 apply to 

your response?  

 Yes   No 

If yes, please indicate clearly which parts should not be divulged, justify the need 

for such confidential treatment and provide a non-confidential version of your 

replies for publication on our website: 

      

2. GENERAL QUESTIONS 

(4) Have you been involved in projects which have received regional State aid (e.g. as 

granting authority, aid recipient, investor in an aided project, etc.)?  

 Yes   No 

                                                 

6
  For rules on data protection on the Europa website, please see:  

 http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm#personaldata  
7
  OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43. 

http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm#personaldata
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If yes, please specify in which capacity: 

 Granting authority  Aid recipient    

 Investor in aided project   Other (please specify) ……  

 Competitor of aid beneficiary    N/A 

Please also specify what you consider to be the main achievements, challenges 

and issues which would be relevant in relation to the revision of the rules on 

regional State aid. If relevant, please specify, on the basis of your experience with 

the application of regional State aid rules, what you consider to be the main 

strengths and weaknesses of the current provisions. 

      

(5) What is your general assessment of the Commission’s policy and action in the 

field of regional State aid control?  

 Insufficient   Average   Good   Excellent  N/A 

(6) Is the general approach of the current rules on regional State aid adequate as 

regards the objective of regional development?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If no, please indicate the main weaknesses of the current approach: 

      

(7) Do the current rules achieve an adequate balance between promoting the 

economic development of assisted areas and limiting the distortions of trade and 

competition that may arise from State aid? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If no, please indicate the main weaknesses of the current approach: 

      

(8) Does the current EU control on regional aid focus on the most distortive cases? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If no, please indicate the main weaknesses of the current approach: 

      

(9) Do the current rules provide sufficient legal certainty or predictability of the 

Commission’s decisions?  

 Yes   No  N/A  



5 

If no, please specify for which areas and why: 

      

(10) Does compliance with the rules on regional State aid lead to a higher 

administrative burden?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If yes, please quantify this in monetary terms and specify which aspects of the 

rules particularly lead to a higher administrative burden. Please also indicate any 

aspects for which, in your view, simplification would be possible. 

      

(11) Should Europe 2020 goals regarding smart, sustainable and inclusive growth be 

further reflected in the rules on regional State aid?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please indicate how this should be done. Please also indicate, within 

the Europe 2020 strategy, to what extent resource efficiency objectives
8
, such as 

phasing out Environmentally Harmful Subsidies, should be strengthened in the 

rules on regional State aid: 

: 

      

(12) In your view, should any of the following categories of regional aid be block-

exempted: 

Sectoral regional investment aid schemes: 

 Yes   No  N/A 

Ad hoc regional investment aid:   

 Yes   No  N/A 

Operating aid in outermost regions: 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please justify why. Please also indicate if there are any other 

categories of aid which, in your view, should be block-exempted: 

      

                                                 

8
 The Commission's "Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe" includes a milestone that by 2020 

Environmentally Harmful Subsidies will be phased out. COM (2011) 571. 
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3. SECTORAL SCOPE 

The current rules on regional State aid (see paragraph 8 of the RAG and Article 1(3) of 

the GBER) are not applicable or only partially applicable to sectors
9
 considered to be in 

overcapacity or in structural decline or to sectors for which other specific State aid rules 

exist.  

(13) Is the exclusion of certain sectors adequate in view of the regional development 

objective?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If no, please indicate which sectors should not be excluded and justify why: 

      

(14) Is the current exclusion of sectors difficult to implement? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(15) The current guidelines treat undertakings in the field of processing and marketing 

of agricultural products in a similar way to other undertakings. Do you consider 

that this treatment should be maintained ? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(16) Do the current rules ensure that sectors in overcapacity cannot benefit from 

regional State aid? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended and how: 

      

4. ELIGIBLE AREAS 

Currently, regional State aid can only be granted to economic activities located in 

designated disadvantaged areas (see Section 3 of the RAG). These areas are selected 

                                                 

9
 These sectors are: fisheries and aquaculture, the primary production of agricultural products, coal, steel, 

shipbuilding, synthetic fibres, and transport. 
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according to objective criteria (GDP and unemployment at NUTS 2 or NUTS 3 level). 

For a given Member State, the areas eligible for regional State aid form the regional aid 

map. 

(17) Do the current methods used for establishing the regional aid maps ensure that 

regional State aid is appropriately targeted geographically to disadvantaged areas? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(18) Do these methods leave enough flexibility to appropriately take into account the 

specific characteristics of the regions? Are the criteria used the right indicators 

(GDP and unemployment at NUTS 2 and 3 level)? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(19) Do these methods leave enough flexibility to take into account the evolutions in 

economic development of the regions? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

5. AID CEILINGS 

A balance should be achieved between minimising distortions of competition and 

providing a sufficient incentive to stimulate the economic development of eligible areas. 

Under the current rules, regional investment aid can only be granted up to a maximum 

amount that depends on investment project expenditure and the aid ceilings applicable for 

a given region (see paragraphs 42-49 of the RAG). 

(20) Do the aid ceilings ensure that regional investment aid is proportionate to the 

problems faced by undertakings located in eligible areas? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(21) Should the aid ceilings be further adapted according to the type of undertakings as 

large enterprises and SME may not face similar problems? 
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 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(22) Do the aid ceilings ensure that regional aid is proportionate to the contribution to 

economic development of the eligible area by the aided investment project?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(23) Do the current aid ceilings provide a sufficient incentive for undertakings to 

invest and/or to create jobs in eligible areas?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(24) Do the current differences in aid ceilings between different regions lead to undue 

distortions of trade and competition to an extent contrary to the common interest? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

6. INITIAL INVESTMENT AND INCENTIVE EFFECT 

To be compatible with the internal market, State aid should not confer an unnecessary 

advantage to the beneficiary in view of the objective pursued. To avoid such a situation, 

regional investment aid can normally only be granted to initial investment (as opposed to 

replacement investment, see paragraphs 33-36, 39 and Subsection 4.2 of the RAG and 

Articles 12 and 13 of the GBER). Moreover, the aided project should not have been 

carried out as such in the eligible area in the absence of the aid (incentive effect). As a 

result, under the RAG, the aid has to be agreed before the start of works on the projects 

and, in addition, under the GBER, for aid to large enterprises, it has to be demonstrated 

that the aid has effects on the nature of the project or on its location (see paragraph 38 of 

the RAG and Article 8 of the GBER).  

(25) Should regional investment aid be limited to initial investment projects to ensure 

that it contributes to the economic development of eligible areas? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 
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(26) Do the formal and/or substantive provisions on incentive effect ensure that 

without regional aid, beneficiaries would not have undertaken the project in the 

same location or would not have carried out the project with/at the same 

size/scope/total amount/speed? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

7. LARGE INVESTMENT PROJECTS 

Large investment projects are considered to be less affected by regional handicaps, and 

therefore, stricter rules apply. A scaling down mechanism aimed at reducing the 

maximum aid that could be granted is applied (see paragraph 67 of the RAG for detailed 

information). Moreover, specific detailed rules have been established (see paragraphs 68-

70 of the RAG and IDAC ), such as the obligation for the Commission to open an in-

depth investigation if conditions are fulfilled (see paragraph 68 of the RAG). 

(27) Do the current rules ensure that regional aid for large investment projects that are 

most likely to distort trade and competition is appropriately assessed?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(28) Do the current triggers
10

 ensure that the Commission focuses on the aided projects 

which are the most likely to distort trade and competition?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(29) Does the scale of adjusted regional aid ceilings ensure that regional State aid is 

proportionate to the problems faced by undertakings located in eligible areas? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

                                                 

10
 See paragraph 68 of the RAG. 



10 

(30) Are the current scaling down rules easy to apply? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If you think that they should be simplified, please indicate how: 

      

(31) Should the scaling down be complemented by introducing a cap which would 

apply on very large investment project? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

8. OPERATING AID 

In certain regions State aid aimed at reducing current costs (i.e. operating aid) could be 

considered necessary to achieve the cohesion objective pursued (see Section 5 of the 

RAG). These provisions are particularly relevant for regions suffering from structural 

handicaps such as outermost regions or low population density areas. For these regions, 

under the current rules, additional costs imputable to identified handicaps can be 

compensated by operating aid. 

(32) Is operating aid a suitable tool to promote a sustainable economic development of 

eligible areas?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

(33) Do you consider that other instruments could reach the same objective with less 

distortion of the market?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If yes, please indicate what you consider an alternative better suited instrument to 

achieve the same objectives: 

      

(34) Do the current rules ensure that operating aid does not exceed what is necessary to 

promote the economic development of eligible areas? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 
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(35) Does the current approach on operating aid in the outermost regions and the low 

population density areas deserve a detailed analysis in the light of the distortive 

potential of these aids? 

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

9. AID TO NEWLY CREATED SMALL ENTERPRISES 

State aid to newly created small enterprises is intended to compensate for market failures 

in eligible areas and to promote endogenous development. These provisions (see 

Section 6 of the RAG and Article 14 of the GBER) allow operating State aid for various 

start-up costs incurred during the first 5 years as well as general entrepreneurship support 

measures. The maximum State aid is modulated according to the level of development of 

assisted areas. 

(36) Do the provisions on aid to newly created small enterprises ensure effective 

answer to a market failure regarding the early stage development of small 

enterprises in eligible areas and are such provisions appropriately designed?  

 Yes   No  N/A 

If applicable, please specify which provisions should be amended, why and how: 

      

10. FURTHER INFORMATION 

(37) If relevant, please provide additional comments or suggestions: 

      

You may also provide copies of any documents, reports, studies, etc. which may 

be relevant.  

(38) If required, can the Commission services contact you for further details on the 

information submitted? 

 Yes   No 

Thank you. 

 

*** 
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Annex – Brief description of the existing rules 

1. AIM AND SCOPE 

Regional aid aims at promoting the development of the less-favoured regions by 

supporting initial investment and employment linked to initial investment and newly 

created small enterprises or, in exceptional cases, by providing operating aid. 

The eligible areas are identified in the regional aid maps for each Member State, as 

published on the website of DG Competition
11

. Two categories of eligible regions can be 

distinguished:  

- Article 107(3)(a) regions: These are regions where the standard of living is 

abnormally low or where there is serious underemployment (NUTS 2 regions 

with a GDP/capita lower than 75 % of the EU average). 

- Article 87(3)(c) regions: These are problem areas defined on the basis of 

(national) indicators proposed by the Member States, subject to a maximum 

population coverage and some minimal conditions to prevent abuse. 

The RAG cover investment aid, aid to newly created enterprises and operating aid to 

establishments in regions eligible for regional aid. They do not apply to the primary 

production of agricultural products listed in Annex I of the Treaty. They generally apply 

to the processing and marketing of agricultural products
12

. However, they do not apply to 

the fisheries sector or to the steel and coal industry or synthetic fibres industry. Special 

rules apply to transport and shipbuilding. 

In order to be eligible for aid under the RAG, the project has to comply with the 

following conditions: 

– Regional aid produces a real incentive effect to undertake investments which 

would not otherwise be made in the assisted areas;  

– New assets (except for SMEs and in case of a takeover of an establishment that 

would otherwise have closed); 

– Maintenance of the investment in the region for a minimum period of at least 5 

years (3 years for SMEs) after its completion; 

- Financial contribution of the beneficiary of at least 25% of the eligible costs. 

2. AID FOR INITIAL INVESTMENT 

Eligible costs 

Aid for initial investment can be calculated as a percentage of the investment’s value or 

as a percentage of the wage-cost of the jobs linked to the initial investment. 

– Investment: material investment (land, buildings, plant/machinery) and immaterial 

investment (expenditure entailed by technology transfer; for large companies 50% of 

total eligible costs for the project). 

                                                 

11
 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/regional_aid/regional_aid.cfm 

12
 See also Community Guidelines in the Agriculture and Forestry Sector 2007-2013 (OJ C 319, 

27.12.2006) 
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– Wage-cost: expected gross wage-costs and compulsory social security contributions, 

calculated over a period of two years multiplied by the number of jobs created (net job 

creation in the establishment concerned). 

Aid intensities 

Regional GDP as % of 

average EU-25 GDP 

Maximum aid intensities for 

large companies 

Aid intensities in the 

outermost regions 

> 75% 15% - 10% 40% 

<75% 30% 50% 

<60% 40% 60% 

<45% 50% n/a 

 

These maximum aid intensities can be increased in all assisted areas by 20 percentage 

points where aid is given to small enterprises and 10 percentage points where it is given 

to medium-sized enterprises, provided the eligible expenditure does not exceed EUR 50 

million. 

For large investments the regional aid intensity ceiling is reduced as follows:  

- For the part of the eligible cost up to EUR 50 million, 100% of the applicable 

regional aid ceiling. 

- For the part of the eligible cost between EUR 50 million – EUR 100 million, the 

intensity is reduced to 50% of the applicable regional aid ceiling. 

- For the part of the eligible cost exceeding EUR 100 million, the intensity is 

reduced to 34% of the regional aid ceiling. 

Paragraph 65 of the Guidelines contains provisions on the ex-post monitoring of State aid 

granted to non-notifiable large investment projects, also called the 'transparency 

mechanism'. The non-notifiable large investment projects are projects for which the aid 

amount does not exceed the notification threshold, i.e. 75% of the maximum amount of 

aid an investment with eligible expenditure of EUR 100 million could receive, applying 

the standard regional aid ceiling in force for large enterprises in the approved regional aid 

map on the date the aid has been granted.  

Cumulation 

Aid intensity ceilings specified in the table above apply to total aid: 

– Where assistance is granted under several regional aid schemes; 

– Whether the aid comes from local, regional, national or Community sources. 

Where expenditure eligible for regional aid is eligible for aid for other purposes (e.g. 

R&D&I), it is subject to the most favourable ceiling under the schemes in question. 



15 

In-depth assessment 

Despite the automatic scaling-down, certain large amounts of regional aid for large 

investment projects could still have significant effects on trade, and may lead to 

substantive distortions of competition. This might be the case where:  
13

:  

(a) the aid beneficiary accounts for more than 25 % of the sales of the product(s) 

concerned on the market(s) concerned before the investment or will account 

for more than 25 % after the investment, or  

(b) the production capacity created by the project is more than 5 % of the market 

measured using apparent consumption data for the product concerned, unless 

the average annual growth rate of its apparent consumption over the last five 

years is above the average annual growth rate of the European Economic 

Area’s GDP.  

In case these thresholds are exceeded the Commission has to open the formal 

investigation procedure verifying whether the aid is necessary to provide an incentive 

effect for the investment and whether the benefits of the aid measure outweigh the 

resulting distortions of competition and effect on trade between Member States. Before 

verifying the incentive effect, the Commission has to verify that State aid is an 

appropriate instrument to achieve the objective of regional development (section 2.2 of 

the IDAC).  

The Member State has to demonstrate that regional aid has an incentive effect (section 

2.3 of the IDAC) and contributes to changing the behaviour of the aid beneficiary so that 

it undertakes (additional) investment in the assisted region concerned. The aid can change 

the behaviour in two ways: aid gives an incentive to adopt a positive investment decision 

in the assisted region because an investment that would otherwise not be profitable for 

the company at any location (scenario 1) or the aid gives an incentive to opt to locate an 

investment in the assisted region rather than elsewhere because it compensates for the net 

handicaps and costs linked to location in the assisted region (scenario 2). For 

demonstrating this, the Member State has to submit a comprehensive description of a 

counterfactual scenario, in which no aid would be granted.  

Furthermore, the aid has to be proportional (section 2.4 of the IDAC) meaning that the 

amount and intensity of the aid must be limited to the minimum needed for the 

investment to take place in the assisted region. In scenario 1 (investment decision) the aid 

would be proportional if the return on investment is in line with normal rate of return on 

investment applied by the company in other investments projects, with the costs of 

capital of the company as whole, or with returns commonly observed in the sector 

concerned. In scenario 2 the aid is proportional if it does not exceed the difference 

between the net costs for the aid beneficiary to invest in the assisted region and the 

(lower) net costs to invest in an alternative location, and thus compensates for the lower 

profitability of the project in the region.  

After verifying that the aid has an incentive effect and is proportionate, the Commission 

proceeds to balance the positive (section 2.1 of the IDAC) and negative effects (section 3 

                                                 

13
 Paragraph 68 of the RAG. 
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of the IDAC) of the aid. The key positive effect is the contribution of the aid to regional 

development (section 2.1 of the IDAC). The negative effects of the aid in terms of 

distortion of competition refer to crowding out private investment/competitors, creating 

or maintaining inefficient market structure. As regards the negative effects on trade they 

may refer to situations where production or investment in other regions of the EU may be 

negatively affected when new production capacity is induced by State aid or to situations 

where aid changes the location of the investment and it results a substantial loss of jobs in 

other regions of the EU. When performing the balancing test, the Commission has a wide 

margin of discretion.  

3. OPERATING AID 

Operating aid may only be granted in Article 107(3)(a) regions, and only if: (i) the aid is 

justified in terms of its contribution to regional development, (ii) its level is proportional 

to the handicaps it seeks to alleviate and (iii) it is limited in time and progressively 

reduced. Member States must demonstrate the existence and importance of these 

handicaps. 

Aid to offset additional transport costs can be provided only in the outermost regions and 

in low population density areas. Aid to offset depopulation may be granted on a 

permanent basis in regions with a population density below 8 inhabitants/km². Aid may 

be granted on a permanent basis to offset the handicaps of the outermost regions 

(remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult topography and climate, economic 

dependence on a few products). 

4. AID FOR NEWLY ESTABLISHED SMALL ENTERPRISES 

Maximum EUR 3 million per enterprise in Article 87(3)(a) regions and EUR 2 million 

per enterprise in Article 107(3)(c) regions; 

 

5% bonus for Article 107(3)(a) regions < 60% EU-GDP, low population density regions 

and small islands with a population of less than 5 000 and other communities of the same 

size suffering from similar isolation; 

Maximum aid intensities 

 Years 1-3 Years 4-5 

Article 87(3)(a) regions 35% 25% 

Article 87(3)(c) regions 25% 15% 

 

5. EXEMPTION OF NOTIFICATION 

The GBER exempts transparent regional investment and employment aid schemes which 

respect the rules on eligible expenses and the maximum aid intensities defined in the 

regional aid map for the Member State concerned from notification to the Commission. 

Except for large investment projects and aid in transport sector, such aid intensities may 
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be increased by 20 percentage points for small enterprises and 10 percentage points for 

medium enterprises. 

Regional aid schemes targeted at specific sectors. However, measures in favour of 

tourism sector fall within the GBER. 

The GBER does not apply to ad hoc aid granted to large enterprises, except as provided 

for in Article 13. Under this provision, transparent ad hoc aid granted to an individual 

company (including a large enterprise) is also exempt from notification provided it is 

used to top-up aid granted under schemes and the ad hoc component does not exceed 

50% of the total amount of aid. 

Regional aid for newly created small enterprises is also automatically exempted from 

notification. 

Individual notification of large investment projects is required where the aid exceeds 

75 % of the maximum amount of aid an investment with eligible costs of EUR 100 

million can receive in the region concerned. 

Similarly, if the conditions of the GBER are not fulfilled, aid also needs to be notified 

and will be assessed on the basis of the RAG. 

Type of measure Maximum 

allowable 

investment aid 

under GBER 

Standard assessment 

(guidelines) 

Detailed assessment 

(guidelines) 

Aid schemes (large, 

medium and small 

enterprises) 

 

Art. 13: assisted 

regions only: 75% 

of standard regional 

aid ceiling 

multiplied with 100 

m EUR 

Yes 

Not for the scheme 

itself but only to 

individually 

notifiable cases: 

Market share over 

25%  

Capacity increase 

over 5% in 

declining markets 

Ad hoc aid Art. 13 - assisted 

regions: only if to 

supplement a 

scheme, maximum 

50% of total aid 

Yes 

Only for notifiable 

ad hoc aid: 

Aid for newly 

created small 

enterprises 

(schemes only) 

2 m EUR per 

undertaking in 

107(3)(a)region1 m 

EUR per 

undertaking in 

107(3)(c) 

Region annual 

amounts per 

undertaking - 

maximum 33% of 

the above aid 

Yes N/A 
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amounts 

 


